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6 Greenify
In Wicker Park Bucktown, being green is becoming easier and easier.  Environmental 
sensitivity is now a commonly accepted – even expected – mainstream value, 
seemingly shared by all, its principles practiced by many.  While going green is not 
only fashionable but politically, socially, and ecologically relevant, it requires know-
how and green of another sort (financial resources).  With a growing population and 
local baby-boom, there is increased demand for yet another form of green as well – 
green space for recreation and relaxation.     

Greenifying is about becoming 
an environmentally sound and 
ecologically sensitive community 
not only in ideas and ideals but in 
practice and on the ground – about 
altering habits at the individual scale 
and investing in landscapes and 
infrastructure at the neighborhood 
scale to allow WPB to evolve as a 
sustainable and lush urban district.  
The following recommendations 
detail ideas for reducing WPB’s 
ecological footprint and creating new 
green spaces where WPB residents 
and visitors of all ages can leave 
footprints of all sizes in new grassy 
(or otherwise greened) places.

Reduce WPB’s Footprint
An ecological footprint is “a measure of how much productive land and water 
an individual, a city, a country, or humanity needs to produce all the resources it 
consumes and to absorb all the waste it generates.”37   With ecological footprints, 
smaller is definitely better, and there exist an increasing number of techniques for 
shrinking our footprints, both individually and collectively.  The WPB SSA should take 
the following steps to help the neighbors, the businesses, the community, and the City 
understand, adopt, and implement eco-friendly ways of living, working, designing, 
building, gardening, and playing.  

Figure 90. Greenify Overview Diagram

37  http://smallerfootprint.net
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6.1 Develop a complementary and comprehensive recycling program. 
ACTION > Advocate
Continue organizing, education, and outreach efforts with local businesses 
and residents to get the planned business and residential recycling programs 
off the ground.  
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Continue to contract with Cleanslate for the collection of recyclables from 
public bins.
If the sidewalk recycling pilot program proves successful, purchase additional 
bins and lids for additional recycling sites within the public way.
Work with SSA taxpayers to determine the payment responsibilities for the 
business and residential recycling programs, allocating a portion of the SSA 
budget to support this initiative.
Alternatively, pioneer a new application of RecycleBank at the Business 
Improvement District level to incentivize recycling by all users

The WPB SSA already has an established recycling committee, which 
has adopted a three-pronged approach for community recycling: sidewalk 
recycling, business recycling, and residential recycling.  

The sidewalk recycling program is a work in progress.  The SSA decided 
to start with a pilot program, deploying 10 recycling receptacles, at the six-
point intersection because of its high volume of people and its proximity to 
the SSA’s office, which affords easy monitoring.  The SSA commissioned a 
local artist to create a prototype lid for use on the receptacles to cut down on 
the amount of garbage that ends up in the recycling bin.  While the planning 
and design aspects of the program are moving forward, implementation has 
been stalled, as the SSA waits for its permits to be approved by City Council 
before it can begin to install the cans.  If the pilot is successful, the SSA plans 
to expand  the program in other areas of the district.  Cleanslate, the SSA’s 
sidewalk cleaning vendor, has agreed to monitor and empty the recycling 
cans as well as track data on the recycling collection.

The business recycling program is still in the planning phase; the SSA 
intends to start with a pilot program here as well, this time on Damen north 
of North where there are several businesses that have expressed interest in 
recycling.  The program will launch a cardboard collection initiative first, since 
all types of commercial businesses use it (restaurants, cafés, retail),  and it 
is clean and relatively easy to collect.  The logistics – such as cardboard 
collection sites, pick up frequency, and payment responsibilities – have yet 
to be determined.

Ideas for the residential recycling program are still in their infancy.  In the City, any 
residential building with four or more units is not eligible for the scavenger recycling 
service the City provides, so such buildings are required to contract with a private 
hauler.  Technically, each hauler and building is supposed to have an agreement 
about how to process recyclables, but in reality there is little enforcement, and as a 
result, local residential recycling captures only a fraction of area recyclable materials.  
The logistics for this program are, perhaps, the most complex, and have yet to be 
flushed out.   

One potential partner for an improved WPB 
recycling initiative and community recycling effort is 
RecycleBank38, an incentive-based recycling service 
provider that measures the amount recycled by each business or community member 
at each pick up time and translates that amount into Points redeemable at partner 
organizations and stores.  RecycleBank typically partners with municipalities or large 
entities like universities, but the SSA should investigate the possibility of a partnership 
with a special service area or BID, particularly in Chicago, where RecycleBank might 
be able to service all large residential buildings.  

RecycleBank also has an on the street recycling option, the RecycleBank Kiosk39, which 
could service all people walking down the street.  However, in order to accumulate 
the redeemable Points, recyclers must have an account.  Perhaps another WPB 
Open House is in order, focused on recycling and RecycleBank membership.  If a 
partnership with RecycleBank is impossible, the SSA could consider implementing a 
local program with local sponsors based on the organization’s model.  

38  http://www.recyclebank.com/
39  http://www.recyclebank.com/how-it-
works/kiosks
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6.2 Offer incentives for the green basics; help businesses run greener.
ACTION > Spend the Budget 
Offer matching dollars to purchase small-scale tools that help to reuse and 
conserve resources.
Create a short manual on the “green basics” to educate residents and 
business owners about effective ways to inexpensively go green.
Help market green businesses locally and nationally.

The City of Chicago is recognized nationally for its commitment to building 
green.  Green roofs, tree planting, green streets, bioswales, and the use of 
permeable paving have all been encouraged by the City.  To support this 
commitment, the SSA should help individuals retro-fit their environment at a 
smaller scale.  The cumulative impact of a lot of small decisions could greatly 
enhance WPB as a green urban community.  

Some small-scale interventions cost very little, but the perceived cost as 
well as the lack of knowledge about the impact and usefulness of green 
investments often prevent individuals from going green.  The same is true for 
businesses that sometimes view green investments as an irrecoverable cost.  
But organizations like the Green Restaurant Association (www.dinegreen.
com) are demonstrating that going green is also profitable.    

The role of the SSA in this recommendation is important and two-fold: to help 
businesses save money, reduce waste, and make money by showing them 
how to thoughtfully go green; and to help residents get excited about, and 
personally invested in, sustainability.  The SSA should develop and distribute 
a short manual about a number of smart investments for going green and 
provide matching funds for a range of green basics.  The SSA can also assist 
by marketing those businesses that have chosen to go green and facilitating 
networking between businesses interested in the concept.  The range of 
green basics includes:

Fluorescent bulbs•  – The SSA should consider buying them in bulk 
directly from a distributor and offering discounts to those enrolled in 
the SSA green basics program.
Composting•  – Thanks to new and inexpensive equipment, urban 
composting is now a reality.  Residents and businesses could 
significantly reduce the waste that goes to the landfill and reuse 
some of it for local gardening efforts. 
White coating•  – Green roofs may be expensive on a house by 
house basis, but white coating flat roofs can significantly reduce 

energy loss and save the owners money.  The SSA should keep a list of approved 
contractors to complete the work and market the improvement to SSA property 
owners.  
BioBags and Bio Paks•  – BioBags and Bio Paks represent one answer to the 
problem of plastic bags filling landfills and polluting the Earth.  The SSA could 
purchase these biodegradable, compostable bags and to-go food containers in 
bulk and sell them at a discount to local stores and restaurants.  
Reusable WPB bags•  – Another option for cutting down on the proliferation of 
plastic bags in WPB is for the SSA to distribute reusable bags made of canvas 
or recycled materials with the WPB logo.  These bags would serve as marketing 
material for the corridors as well.
Rain barrels•  – Rain barrels, 50 gallon food grade barrels made of recycled 
plastic, are used to collect stormwater directly from a structure’s roof gutter and 
store the water for later use in the garden or yard.  The barrels have spigots for 
hose or irrigation attachments as well as overflow tubes that redirect runoff to 
the garden when the barrel reaches capacity.  Beyond their function as a buffer 
between rainfall and the sewer system, rain barrels reduce internal flooding by 
directing stormwater away from structure foundations.  They also improve plant 
health by providing a supply of natural, not municipally treated, water.  
Information sharing•  – Host a business-oriented series of workshops on green 
business practices to focus on behavior-related techniques such as eco-friendly 
packaging, printing less, unplugging non-necessary electronics after-hours, 
recycling, and Freecycling40.  The SSA could even initiate a WPB business 
freecycling network locally.

Regular Pick Ups

Reduce

Reuse

Recycle

Compost

A selection of green basics.

40  http://www.freecycle.org
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6.3 Integrate stormwater best management practices into streetscape 
design.
ACTION > Advocate 
Work with the City to integrate rain gardens and other stormwater management 
practices into the design of designated WPB streets and right of ways.  
ACTION > Spend the Budget 
Assist private landowners in creating attractive and publicly visible stormwater 
rain gardens.
Sponsor a WPB neighborhood tour that celebrates stormwater management 
techniques and educates residents about their benefits.

Stormwater management design strategies 
minimize the proportion of precipitation that 
is converted to polluted surface runoff by 
maximizing the water volume that evaporates 
and infiltrates into the ground.  This helps 
protect the quality of Chicago’s water resources.  
Stormwater management requires both sensitive 
site design and the introduction of various tools:

Rain gardens•  – Rain gardens are 
vegetated depressions that store and infiltrate 
runoff.

Green roofs•  – The soil and plants in 
green roofs detain, absorb, and filter precipitation, 
reducing the annual volume of roof runoff.  

Permeable pavements•  – Permeable 
asphalt, concrete, or paving blocks allow runoff 
to infiltrate into the underlying soil.

Tree box filters•  – Located below grade, 
tree box filters provide “bioretention in a box” 
along road curbs.

Parkway gardens•  – Vegetated 
depressions between sidewalk and street curb 
that simultaneously serve as drainage, infiltration, 
and storage devices.

Dry wells•  – Dry wells are aggregate-
filled pits that promote infiltration into the 
surrounding soil.

These practices are increasingly being used in urban environments to help improve 
the quality of stormwater runoff (which ultimately flows into local rivers and streams), 
reduce the pressure on the sewer system, and help recharge groundwater resources.  
Chicago is one of the few cities leading the movement toward sustainable water 
management.

Permeable pavers.

Planter boxes and parkway gardens.

Figure 91. Proposed Typical Green Intersection Improvement
Source: Interface Studio
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In WPB, rain gardens and swales can 
be added as planter boxes to capture 
roof runoff, within roadway medians, 
parkways, and landscaped curb 
bumpouts designed to calm traffic.  The 
SSA should work closely with the City to 
introduce new stormwater management 
practices within WPB, targeting the 
wide streets in particular – Western, 
Ashland, and Division.   In addition, 
the SSA should consider funding pilot 
projects to generate additional interest 
from local property owners.  The 
Center for Neighborhood Technology 
has undertaken one such pilot at the 
St. Margaret Mary Church and School 
in North Chicago.  This model should 
be considered for the Andersen School 
on Division Street, which is slated to 
become a new charter school and 
the Drummond School next to the 
Bloomingdale Trail.  The Saints Mary 
and Elizabeth Hospital grounds could 
be redesigned to incorporate a new 
healing garden for the facility.  To involve 
WPB’s residential constituency and the 
City at large, the SSA should organize 
a rain garden tour that showcases 
such innovative practices and provides 
information about implementing 
stormwater management techniques at 
a variety of scales.     

6.4 Green the alleys.
ACTION > Advocate 
Work with the City of Chicago to reconstruct the alleyways for improved 
stormwater management.
ACTION > Spend the Budget 
Consider allocating some dollars to make the improved alleys not just 
functional but fun by sponsoring an alley Frisbee golf tournament.  

Encompassing a whopping 1,900 miles, the City of Chicago has the largest 
alleyway system in the world.  Recognizing this underutilized asset, the City 
has started a program to re-pave the alleyways with either permeable paving, 
porous concrete, or porous asphalt.  This program should be embraced and 
extended in WPB starting with the alleyways that parallel Milwaukee Avenue.  
The alleyway under the “L” is in particular need of improvement and should 
be fitted with new lighting as well as permeable paving.  

But while the alleys could certainly be more functional and useful in terms 
of managing stormwater, they should also be considered fun and active 
spaces for temporary use.  To raise awareness of the City’s program and 
bring attention to green alleys, the SSA should consider sponsoring a 
yearly Frisbee golf tournament (or other similar ideas) that use the alleys 
as the course.  It would be a new way to see the neighborhood, meet your 
neighbors, and bring some attention to an important urban issue.

Alley’s existing conditions lacks any 
greenery or green infrastructure.
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6.5 Improve the urban forest.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Set up a program to maintain wrought iron fencing, provide mulch in tree pits, 
and provide continual care for street trees.
Use dollars to assist the Wicker Park Garden Club and other gardening 
organizations in planting around existing trees.
Contract to update the professional landscape assessment every three years.

The tree coverage in WPB ranges from healthy and mature trees to small and 
poorly maintained ones.  A tree survey was completed in 2007 that documents 
the species, size, and condition of every tree in the SSA.  This professional 
inventory should be repeated every three years to monitor the health and 
growth of WPB’s urban forest.   

Business owners and residents have both lamented the condition as well as 
the loss of some trees due to development, new curb cuts, and other impacts.  
The tree inventory noted that 98 trees, or 8.5% of those surveyed, need 
replacement.  Existing trees need protection, and the SSA should work closely 
with the Aldermen to enforce the City codes related to tree maintenance and 
preservation.  68% of the trees in the SSA are planted in tree pits, and additional 
tree pit maintenance and tree care are needed to support the beautification of 
the SSA.  A local landscape contractor should lead this effort and be instructed 
to provide continual feedback on problem areas and the condition of street 
trees.

The urban forest is not just about trees however, but also their planting beds.  
Unplanted tree pits are opportunities for new landscaping that will enhance 
the attractiveness and lushness of the streetscape.  A grass-roots approach to 
re-planting WPB should tap the guerilla gardening movement, which is slowly 
spreading from city to city, piquing the interest of would-be gardeners who lack 
yards or land to garden.  The idea is to enlist the help of the Wicker Park 
Gardening Club and local residents to landscape around trees as well as other 
un-maintained spaces in the area.  The gardeners would hit the streets one 
evening a week, planting or weeding on a block or two each time, and might 
enjoy free or discounted “thank you / happy hour” drinks and snacks along that 
corridor after a gardening session.  The adjacent businesses would also need 
to provide access to water for irrigation.  

The SSA could support these activities through the provision of plants, flowers, 
soil, and other tools to groups like the Wicker Park Garden Club who could 
jumpstart this process through their ongoing landscaping classes.

[  ] 
* 100s 
+ 

[  ] 
Plant trees.

Lots of trees.

And flowers.
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6.6 Make Western and Ashland Avenues green boulevards.
ACTION > Advocate 
Coordinate with CDOT and the City of Chicago to improve Western and 
Ashland Avenues as more environmentally friendly corridors by introducing 
infrastructure for alternative modes of transportation and integrating 
stormwater management techniques.

The Western and Ashland Avenue right of ways have ample space for new 
improvements that could help to reduce the impact of heavy automobile traffic.  A 
long-term view should be adopted that seeks to transform each street into a green 
street that filters stormwater, reduces congestion, improves safety for bicyclists and 
pedestrians, and generates power.  Each street has a distinct set of possibilities. 

Figure 92a. Section of Ashland’s Existing Conditions
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Western Avenue, which has the highest numbers of bus riders compared to the other 
WPB SSA corridors, has the potential to be transformed into a Bus Rapid Transit route 
including new bike lanes, expanded sidewalks, and rain gardens at intersections or 
within medians and parkways to manage stormwater.  

Figure 92b. Section of Ashland’s Proposed Improvements
Next Steps: introduce marked shared lanes and bicycle safety signage.
Convert the median’s concrete planter into an at-grade bioswale planted with native grasses.
Integrate kinetic art installations in the median and Aerotecture Urban Wind Turbines on top of tall buildings.  
Note, Aerotecture International, Inc. is a Chicago-based urban wind-turbine company that has installed its turbines on buildings in the City, and in Humboldt Park, specifically. 

The approach on Ashland should be to retro-fit the street by re-planting the existing 
median as a vegetated swale to capture and filter rainwater, creating new rain gardens 
at key intersections, and integrating kinetic sculptures in the medians that use the 
movement of the cars to activate as well as urban wind turbines to generate power 
and reinforce the visual emphasis on flow and movement.  Solar powered street lights 
and parking meters would further support these corridors’ green character.  
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Improve Play Space for All Ages
Of course, greening WPB is not just about improved environmental health and better air and water 
quality.  Greening WPB is also about people and creating a livable, lush outdoor arena for residents 
and employees, visitors and customers to enjoy.  Recognizing that WPB’s growing population 
and visitor volume places new demands on the area’s existing open space system, the following 
recommendations identify opportunities for new or reinvented places for recreation, relaxation, and 
people watching within the outdoor arena.

6.7 Make the Bloomingdale Trail gateways focal points of WPB.
ACTION > Advocate 
Work with the Friends of the Bloomingdale Trail and the City to design a multi-use trail that 
actively interfaces with WPB’s retail core.  
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Help spread the word about the proposed Bloomingdale Trail by co-hosting  a Friends of the 
Bloomingdale Trail planning meetings or fundraising events or paying for refreshments.
Commission and install signs that help establish the Trail in people’s minds so that once it is 
built, it is used well.
Contribute funds to upgrade park entrances with unique materials, sculpture, or water features 
for example.

Transforming the Bloomingdale rail corridor into a public trail has been a dream kicked 
around since its use as a freight rail line was discontinued in the 1980s.  The longer the 
corridor remained vacant, the louder the calls became to create a linear park.  In 2003, the 
advocacy group Friends of the Bloomingdale Trail was started, and the City of Chicago has 
since supported the concept in its Logan Square Open Space Plan adopted in 2004.

As the creation of the trail is a costly and structurally complicated endeavor, its construction is 
likely a long way off.  Projects of this scale require partnerships and the energy and resources 
of multiple parties to bring to fruition.  Because the Bloomingdale Trail has such potential to 
bring positive change for WPB residents, businesses, and visitors alike, the SSA should join 
the effort.

In the short-term, the SSA should work with the Friends of the Bloomingdale Trail to co-host 
Trail planning meetings or fund-raisers, or more simply, contribute to such efforts by providing 
refreshments or advertising.  Again, in collaboration with the Friends of the Bloomingdale 
Trail, the SSA should commission and install signage for the trail that help raise awareness of 
the potential and establish the Trail in people’s minds, so that it becomes less a dream, and 
more an expectation.

Figure 93. Opportunity sites along the Bloomingdale rail corridor.
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In the long-term, the SSA should invest in the junctions between the Trail and the neighborhood.  
The plans for the proposed Bloomingdale Trail to date have broadly envisioned the Bloomingdale 
as a bike trail and identified the primary park entrances in WPB to include the intersection of 
Milwaukee and Leavitt; Churchill Field Park; and Walsh Park.  This plan recognizes additional 
opportunities for connecting the neighborhood, its residents, businesses, and visitors, to the 
trail:

In addition to Churchill Park and Walsh Park, which have been recognized as access points to 
the trail, Western Avenue and the Drummond School should be viewed as an additional access 
points.  The Drummond School offers an opportunity to provide youth programming along the 
trail.  There are also underutilized properties along Ashland, Milwaukee, and Western that should 
be considered for trail extensions and trail-supporting development.  

Once the entrances to the Bloomingdale Trail are built, likely by the City, the SSA can again 
add value to the project by enhancing these entrances, upgrading the materials and introducing 
design elements that tie the aesthetic, artistic, and green values of the community to the Trail.  
Stormwater management features and public art at the Trail entrance points would help ground 
the new path in WPB.

Figure 93. Opportunity sites along the Bloomingdale rail corridor.
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The ideas that follow are intended to add to the discussion and good planning work that has been and is being undertaken by the Friends of the Bloomingdale Trail.  The 
WPB SSA defers to the decisions of the Friends of the Bloomingdale Trail, but in the context of this plan, recommends that the design of the existing rail corridor incorporate a 
significant amount of program above and beyond the trail itself, creating a variety of experiences along the trail that invite trail users to pause and enjoy.  Contiguous areas of 
hearty and easily maintained native plantings should be designed to foster natural habitats for birds and butterflies.41  Key access points should be designed to encourage retail 
activity.  A range of amenities should be considered including:

A bicycle / cross country skiing • 
trail;
Butterfly gardens;• 
A children’s learning garden;• 
Picnic areas;• 
Dog parks;• 
Community gardens;• 
Active, small-scale recreation;• 
Recycling facilities;• 
A sledding hill (perfect for • 
sunbathing in the summer 
too); and
Outdoor cafes and markets • 
adjacent to gateways.     

[“There is a recycling 
station and they make 
mulch all along the 
Bloomingdale Trail.  I 
can get new mulch twice a 
year, and my garden really 
doesn't need fertilizer 
anymore.”] 

Figure 94. Program Ideas for Bloomingdale Trail

Quote from WPB Open House postcard from 
the future.

41  Chicago is a main stop for migratory birds in the Midwest, hosting an estimated eight million migrating birds per year, according to the Chicago Bird Agenda 2006 published by the City 
Department of Environment.  These birds typically rest in among native plantings in some of the City’s large parks, Humboldt Park and the Lakefront, among them.  The Bloomingdale could be 
designed to provide an additional stopover.
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The locations of some of these facilities will depend on the size of the trail; the old Bloomingdale rail 
line infrastructure in its present form varies from 30 feet to 40 feet wide.  Wider sections represent an 
opportunity for community gardens, dog runs, and recreation, while narrower sections can be more 
intimate and naturalistic.  The main programming opportunities, however, respond to the locations 
where the trail touches the neighborhood.  The following improvements should be considered:

Milwaukee / Leavitt•  – Create a new plaza, farmers market, café, and movie theater (described 
in greater detail in Recommendation 5.3) to strongly announce the intersection of trail with 
Milwaukee Avenue.  
Ashland•  – Create new park space (and maybe a skate park) on what is now vacant land, and 
ensure attractive and safe connections across the street to the proposed remote parking lot 
(described in greater detail in Recommendation 7.39).
Western•  – Make space among the existing uses for access.  Consider replacing the gas station 
and landscape storage on the west side of the street with new mixed-use development and park 
access.
Damen•  – Redesign the southern edge of Churchill Park to accommodate a new trail entry, 
relocating the existing dog run either within Churchill Park or above along the trail itself.  

Figures 95a. and b. Sections of the Bloomingdale Trail’s Varied Existing Conditions.
Top:  west of Marshfield Avenue.  Right: west of Winnebago Avenue.

Figure 96. Proposed Bloomingdale Trail Use Diagrams; opportunities vary depending on Trail width.
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6.9 Extend the sidewalks of overbuilt streets to create new public spaces, 
or urban living rooms, along Milwaukee. 
ACTION > Advocate
Coordinate with CDOT and the Alderman to reduce the width of overbuilt street 
sections to accommodate new urban living rooms (see Figures 99 a. and b.).
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Consider allocating SSA dollars to pay for the street furniture, plantings, and 
public art within these new public spaces.

Beyond streets, sidewalks, and the streetwall, small open spaces and plazas – 
gathering and relaxing spaces – inform the pedestrian experience.  In Wicker 
Park Bucktown, and along Milwaukee Avenue in particular, the people-watching 
is great, but the compact and cluttered corridor affords little breathing room 
where people can stop and take in their surroundings.  

There are opportunities, in addition to Mautene Court, to find new open space 
within this dense fabric.  The SSA should seek to reclaim the short, overbuilt 
streets just off Milwaukee – on Wood and Hermitage – that dead end at the Blue 
Line (see Figure 98), transforming them into a series of outdoor public living 
spaces.  The concept is to extend the sidewalk on the northwest side of the 

streets, adjacent to the building side, where the sun is 
maximized and create urban living rooms dedicated 

to people watching, public art, and outdoor 
seating.  Some of this space could also be 

used by nearby restaurants for outdoor 
seating.  Due to the fact that the 

rear alleys are connected, only 
one lane of traffic is needed.  

This enables a possible 
30 foot sidewalk 

extension (see 
Figures 99 a. 

and b.).  

The Ultimate Adaptable Scheme

6.8 Make Mautene Court happen.
ACTION > Advocate  
Continue to work the Alderman’s office to create a green and attractive plaza 
on Milwaukee Avenue.
ACTION > Spend the Budget  
Allocate a portion of the SSA annual budget to the ongoing maintenance and 
management of Mautene Court.

A sub-committee of the SSA has developed a series of design concepts (the 
proposed concept is illustrated below) for Mautene Court and is currently 
coordinating with Alderman Flores, CDOT, and the Department of Planning 
and Development on implementation options.  The SSA should continue 
to pursue the implementation of this project, which will create a new plaza 
on Milwaukee and elevate awareness of the SSA, as the SSA has played 
a large role in advocating for the reclamation of this forgotten public right 
of way for usable, beautiful public space.  This public space is also an 
important demonstration site for stormwater management practices (See 
Recommendations 6.3 and 6.4).

The Department of Planning and Development has agreed to redevelop 
Mautene Court along these lines provided that a local entity, in this case, 
the Chamber of Commerce, has signed a maintenance and management 
agreement.  The SSA intends to extend Cleanslate’s contract to include 
sweeping and emptying garbage bins in Mautene Court and will similarly 
extend its landscaper’s contract to take care of the Court’s trees as they 
would any other street tree.   

Figure 97. Sketch of Proposed Mautene Court Design  Source: WPB SSA Figure 98. Proposed Urban Living Room Diagram and Locator Map
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Figures 99a. and b. Plan View of Existing Conditions and Proposed Layout of Urban Living Rooms
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While Wood and Hermitage “off Milwaukee” are the optimal first candidates, other areas should be considered for 
new urban living rooms to reclaim overbuilt roadways.  The proposed intersection improvements to the six-corner 
intersection as well as Milwaukee, Beach, and Wood (described in more detail in Recommendations 7.51 & 7.54) 
each include new open spaces that will add significant value to the pedestrian environment.  

Figures 100a. and b. Photo of Existing Conditions and Rendering of Proposed Urban Living Room
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6.10 Reclaim the Polish Triangle.
ACTION > Advocate 
Work closely with the City to create a series of incremental improvements that free the 
Polish Triangle from its current challenges.

The Polish Triangle is a hotbed of controversy enveloped in competing ideas for what 
to do to make it an attractive and significant gateway to WPB.  There is no silver bullet 
for the Polish Triangle as its current flaws are steeped in a wide array of issues.  These 
include:

Its size•  – even if there was an earnest desire to spend the dollars to improve 
infrastructure on the site to support retail, the resulting business would be tiny in 
order to leave space for bus and rail access and open space.
The lack of supporting infrastructure•  – to add programming means spending the 
majority of dollars not on architecture but on water and power.  
Coordination with CTA•  – the Triangle is essentially a roof to a rail station.  Any 
significant change will require constant CTA coordination.
High traffic volumes (and speeds)•  – even if the Triangle was beautifully designed 
(some say it is now), it will still be surrounded by 80,000 cars a day.  
Long crossing distances•  – what is carrying those 80,000 cars?  72 to 83 feet of 
pavement on all sides.  How do we connect a small plaza to the community across 
such wide streets?
Low quality of adjacent retail•  – the development around the Triangle over the 
past decades has been unfortunate.  The majority of retail uses are not ideal uses 
facing a plaza.  The suburban style, one-story commercial developments have only 
perpetuated the car traffic that shrouds the Triangle.

Photo Booth suggestion from WPB Open House.
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Recognizing these interconnected issues is the first step in having a serious and long-
term conversation about the Triangle.  In essence, what the Polish Triangle needs 
more than a final design is a public process.  This process could include the following 
steps:  

Reboot the Park
Get everyone’s attention by closing the park temporarily.  Create space for people 
to write their ideas for its future, and use this time to educate stakeholders about the 
range of issues and barriers that impact its potential.  Hold a forum to generate ideas 
about the Triangle, and decide ultimately whether it should be closed all together 
to become a monument space for a large piece of public art, or a usable plaza and 
amenity for surrounding uses.  

L’Arc de Triomphe monument space in Paris.

Figure 101. Proposed Park Closure and 
Re-boot of the Polish Triangle.
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Re-Program
If the decision is to keep the Triangle open, create a calendar of temporary uses to test 
how the Triangle responds to new programming and amenities.  Holiday decorations, 
farmers’ markets, bike parking, outdoor art exhibits, among other ideas, should be 
explored.  

Figure 102. Site and Proposed Temporary Program for the Polish Triangle
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Reclaim Some Asphalt for Pedestrians
Around the Polish Triangle, there are additional opportunities to reclaim some of the 
asphalt to create larger spaces for pedestrians (see Recommendation 7.52 for more 
detail).  New bus pull-off areas would be created, and the Triangle itself would grow.  

Try Different Traffic Patterns
Cities including Toronto and New York have closed lanes or entire streets over the 
course of days to test the resulting traffic patterns that emerge from the closure.  The 
same should be done for Milwaukee Avenue, which represents the best opportunity 
to reclaim a street segment as an extension of the Polish Triangle.  If, upon further 
study, full closure of the street is not an option, the segment of Milwaukee Avenue 
proposed for closure could instead be repaved with a different material to encourage 
drivers to slow down.  

Figure 103a. Polish Triangle Existing Conditions Site Plan Figure 103b.Polish Triangle Diagram of Proposed Changes to Sidewalk and Road Space
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Figure 103c. Polish Triangle Diagram of Proposed Changes showing Material Change on Milwaukee. Figure 103d. Polish Triangle Site Plan of Proposed Changes showing Milwaukee Closed to Cars.
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Redesign the Plaza (finally)
Consider closing Milwaukee to through traffic and replacing 
it with planted bike boulevards and an extended Polish 
Triangle.  This move would make a visible statement that 
WPB is bike friendly but would also become a significant 
gateway to the community.  With the new found space, new 
permanent programming could be added including some 
small retail as well as a state-of-the-art bicycle station 
like the one in Millennium Park.  If Milwaukee cannot be 
closed entirely, consider alternative street materials to 
calm traffic and mark the entryway to the community.  A 
similar effort is underway in New York City with regards 
to Astor Place (http://nycsr.org/nyc/photo-view.php?id=1).  
The SSA and City should keep an eye on that project as 
reference for these ideas 
as they evolve over the 
next few years.  

 

Images from the Millennium Park’s Bicycle Station.  Source: www.nycc.org

Right: Figure 104 a. and b. 
Existing Conditions and Sketch of 

Proposed Milwaukee Avenue Road 
Closure (closed to vehicles only) 

and Park Expansion.

Far Right: Figures 104 c. and d.
Existing Conditions and Rendering 

of Proposed Astor Place Road 
Closure and Plaza Expansion, 

NYC.
Source: http://nycsr.org/nyc 
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7 Make Connections 

… and while juggling six hats and their respective 
tasks and initiatives seems like quite a lot of work, 
the WPB SSA must remember that beyond clean 
and safe, communication and arts, development 
and greening, its district in simplest form is a 
collection of streets and sidewalks.  For WPB to 
remain a livable and marketable, thriving urban 
area, it must remain walkable, bikeable, and 
navigable, and yes, even drivable and parkable.  
Getting there and getting around must be easy 
and interesting, flexible and fun for those traveling 
on foot, by bike, by “L” train, bus, or Metra, by 
cab, or by car.  These modes of transportation, 
at times complementary, at times at odds, 
encompass not only streets, sidewalks, and rail, 
but signage and striping, streetscape amenities 
and parking resources, zoning and design, timing 
and information, policy and programs.  Indeed, 
these systems add much to the WPB SSA To Do 
list, but the good news is that the SSA cannot 
and should not attempt to undertake these efforts 
alone.  Partners and collaboration required!

Making connections is about multi-modal mobility 
and circulation along WPB’s corridors – about 
investing in and prioritizing the local pedestrian, 
bicycle, and transit systems to reinforce the area’s 
green agenda and urban character, and making 
responsible decisions regarding automobile 
usage, parking resources, and the network of 
streets.  The following recommendations detail 
both low cost short-term strategies as well as 
long-term capital improvements to help improve 
the pedestrian experience; make WPB the center 
of Chicago’s bike culture; improve public transit 
use; manage parking, valet, and loading; and 
reduce congestion.

Figure 105. Make Connections Overview Diagram
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Improve the Pedestrian Experience
Improving the pedestrian experience requires creating an area where drivers are 
aware that pedestrians are present by providing high profile pedestrian amenities, 
reducing the street crossing distances at intersections, reducing driveways, and 
improving the walking paths along the SSA corridors.  Recommendations that improve 
the pedestrian experience seek to provide information for the pedestrian, edit the 
physical environment to make walking safer and more comfortable, and to utilize the 
zoning and design review process to encourage more walkable streets.  

Provide information for the pedestrian.
7.1 Create pedestrian gateways.

ACTION > Spend the Budget
Work with CDOT to construct gateway entry signs.

High profile pedestrian amenities will alert drivers to be more aware of 
pedestrians.  This can begin with gateway signage indicating to drivers 
that the Wicker Park Bucktown neighborhoods are pedestrian focused, for 
example, “You are entering one of America’s premier walking and biking 
communities – Please drive slowly, be watchful and safe.” 

Signage placement should cover those locations highlighted in 
Recommendation 3.1:
  

Western and Division; • 
North at the Kennedy;• 
Ashland at the Kennedy;• 
The Polish Triangle; and • 
The Six-Point Intersection.• 

Additional signs should be deployed along Ashland and Western to remind 
drivers to slow down and along Milwaukee because it is such an iconic street 
in the community. 

Edit the physical environment to make walking safer and more 
comfortable.
7.2 Add new signage and additional crosswalks; upgrade existing 

facilities.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Work with CDOT to establish and construct additional pedestrian crossings 
on Damen, Milwaukee, and North Avenues.
Work with CDOT to upgrade all pedestrian crossings at signalized intersections 
of Western and Ashland Avenues to include international crosswalks and 
pedestrian countdown signals.
ACTION > Review
Work with the Alderman to review all development plans and work to have 
those developments contribute to local intersection improvements.

Pedestrian signage and clearly marked international crosswalks will warn 
drivers that pedestrians are expected at these locations and that drivers are 
legally bound to stop for pedestrians when they are in the crosswalk.   The 
countdown signals give pedestrians the time information they need to cross 
busy streets safely.  There are many locations where additional crosswalks 
can be improved or initially constructed on Damen, Milwaukee, and North 
Avenues to solidify them as retail and pedestrian streets.  All existing 
crosswalks should be clearly marked and signed along the traffic heavy 
roadways of Western and Ashland Avenues.
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7.3 Reclaim pedestrian space and slow traffic with bump-outs, striping, 
and by removing excess asphalt.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Study additional locations to reclaim pedestrian space.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with CDOT to establish and construct pedestrian crossings throughout 
the SSA.
Work with CDOT to install bump-outs and stop signs on Damen and North 
Avenue.
ACTION > Review
Work with the Alderman to review all development plans and work to have 
those developments contribute to local intersection improvements.

Bump-outs provide an opportunity for 
a pedestrian to cross a street more 
safely, crossing a shorter distance 
and therefore lesser amount of time.  
These sidewalk extensions are placed 
at intersections and essentially shield 
parking, while allowing through traffic 
and bicycles to pass through.  By 
creating bump-outs and shielding 
parking, the effective distance to cross 
at an intersection is reduced by 16 feet.  
Damen Avenue and North Avenue 
would benefit from added bump-outs, 
stop signs, and other traffic control 
devices that would help to calm the 
traffic and make them more pedestrian 
friendly. 

  
7.4 Install pedestrian HAWK signals.

ACTION > Advocate
Work with CDOT on the feasibility of installing pedestrian HAWK signals.

Pedestrian HAWK (High-intensity Activated crossWalK) signals help provide 
a safe zone for pedestrians crossing roadways at unsignalized intersections.  
They are pedestrian activated traffic signals that provide stop lights over the 
roadway so a vehicle will come to a stop and allow pedestrians to safely cross 
the roadway with the guidance of countdown pedestrian traffic signals.   

When the overhead light is not activated by a 
pedestrian, it is dark and allows drivers to safely 
pass through the intersection un-impeded.  
However, when a pedestrian wising to cross the 
street activates the signal with a push button, the 
HAWK signal begins by flashing yellow to warn 
drivers that someone will be crossing the street.  
The next step is a solid yellow light signaling 
drivers to prepare to stop, similar to a typical traffic 
signal.  The signal then turns solid red requiring 
a driver to stop.  The signal then goes to flashing 
red, indicating that drivers can proceed once the 
pedestrian has crossed the road safely.  The 
signal returns to a dark position after this cycle.  
Target the following locations for the introduction of HAWK signals: Western 
Avenue, Ashland Avenue, and Division Street (at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital).

  
7.5 Eliminate or replace news stands.

ACTION > Spend the Budget
Establish a program to eliminate or replace news stands.

Some news stands in the SSA are broken.  Other locations have new stands 
which block the pedestrian way.  The SSA should work to eliminate or replace 
these new stands.  Busy locations such as bus and train stops could provide 
the opportunity for a local news vendor such as the one located on Division 
Street and Ashland Avenue.  This vendor could relocate when the Polish 
Triangle is renewed.

7.6 Encourage sidewalk repair and maintenance.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with CDOT and local property owners to repair broken sidewalks.

A good walking experience can be hindered by cracks in sidewalks.  The 
SSA should work to locate and eliminate all deteriorated walking surfaces.  
The City of Chicago has a Shared Cost funding program for this purpose, 
and the Existing Conditions section of this report documents many locations 
of distressed sidewalk surfaces and other blockages for reference in tackling 
this issue.

Pedestrian HAWK signal.

Curb bumpout.
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7.7 Innovate with construction scaffolding and chain link.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Establish a program to pay local artists to create scaffolding artwork.
ACTION > Review
Work with the Alderman and developers to establish aesthetically appealing scaffolding and chain link fencing during development.

Wicker Park and Bucktown are trend setting neighborhoods, yet scaffolding and chain link fencing during the construction process is only typical.  
Further, development is virtually ongoing in this changing neighborhood, so scaffolding and chain link fencing are virtual fixtures in the community 
and should reflect the community’s flair.

Source: www.camouflage.fi Top Source: www.jimisermann.com; Above Source: www.putincups.com

Source: www.klein-dytham.com Source: www.pingmag.jp
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7.8 Create safe and attractive pedestrian and bicycle connections under the Kennedy Expressway.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Establish a program to pay local artists to re-image highway underpasses to welcome visitors to the neighborhood.
Soften the highway underpasses with landscaping, lighting, reflective paint, sidewalk and bike improvements.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with IDOT, CDOT, and the Alderman to re-image, soften and make safer highway underpasses.

The Kennedy Expressway divides Wicker Park and Bucktown from surrounding communities.  Its stark physical structure 
and heavy vehicular traffic accentuates this division, and yet, community members traverse this border with frequency, 
drawn by the conveniences of a large shopping center just east of the highway overpasses.  To soften and welcome 
guests from surrounding neighborhoods, the SSA should work with IDOT, CDOT, the Aldermen, and local artists to re-
create this space as a place that says something about the funky and interesting neighborhoods that travelers are fast 
approaching as well as making safer the trip for walkers and bikers.  In the short term, consider Do-It-Yourself murals 
using reflective tape or paint.  

Specifically for bikes, underpass design should 
accentuate the bike route to make it as safe and 
comfortable for bikers as possible, while making 
bikes as visible as possible for drivers.  Where 
feasible, the travel lane should be narrowed and 
a bike lane should be painted a solid reflective 
green on the pavement.  Overhead lighting 
should be installed above the bike lanes and 
shine directly down on this lane, illuminating the 
bike lane and bikers.  This is critical during days 
of bright sunlight when drivers have a difficult 
time quickly adjusting from the sun to darkness 
under the overpass.

Damen Avenue Underpass:  Probably the best 
opportunity to implement reflective pavement 
and overhead lighting since the northbound 
lane is currently marked as a bike lane while 
the southbound lane is a shared bike lane that 
merges with a right turn lane at Webster.  This 
right turn lane may present difficulty and should 
be reanalyzed for its vehicular need.  Damen 
Avenue is a posted bike route.

Figures 106a. and b. Photo of Existing Conditions on North Avenue under the Kennedy and Proposed Improvements.
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Webster Avenue Underpass:  This is an opportunity to reduce the four lane cross 
section (two lanes in each direction) and the six foot median that divides the roadway 
and replace it with a three lane cross section (one lane in each direction and a left turn 
lane) and a marked and well lit bike lane.  Webster Avenue is a posted bike route.

Ashland Avenue Underpass:  This is clearly an opportunity to narrow the outside 
travel lane – which is 21 feet in each direction – and construct a reflective bike lane 
and lighting.  The constraints here are the older railroad bridge just north of Cortland, 
where the outside through lane is only 19 feet wide and the old columns supporting 
the bridge create a constricted feeling for both cars and bikes.

Cortland Avenue Underpass:  This another good opportunity to implement reflective 
pavement and overhead lighting since the east and westbound lanes are marked 
bike lanes under the railroad bridge east of Ashland Avenue.  Under the Kennedy 
Expressway to the west the bike route becomes shared, as there are two vehicular 
travel lanes in each direction.  These two travel lanes should be reanalyzed for their 
need since there are no on and off ramps for the Kennedy at this location and the 
roadway returns to one lane in each direction (with parking) outside of the overpass.  
Cortland Avenue is a posted bike route and ties into the longer Armitage Avenue bike 
route.

North Avenue Underpass:  This underpass is physically restricted by the railroad 
bridge just east of the Kennedy Expressway.  This underpass will require further study 
should North Avenue be converted to a designated bike route in the future.

Division Street Underpass:  This is another underpass that is restricted by the 
adjacent railroad bridge just east of the Kennedy Expressway.  At the Kennedy 
underpass the cartway is 76 feet, while at the railroad bridge it is only 48 feet.  This 
narrowing makes striping a bike lane difficult given the higher volumes of vehicular 
traffic.  However, Division Street is a recommended bike route as designated by the 
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation.  One interesting opportunity would be to take the 
bike lane off of the roadway completely.  The Kennedy Expressway overpass was 
built very wide with an additional 30 feet of opening both north and south of the 
sidewalks.  This area could be opened up, day-lighted, and constructed with an off-
road bike lane.  And, the railroad bridge has very wide sidewalks between the bridge 
columns and the embankment that could also be used for striped bike lanes.  Our 
observations suggest that bikers may be using this sidewalk already.

Utilize the zoning and design review process to encourage 
walkable streets.  
7.9 Extend Pedestrian Street designations.

ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Alderman to extend Damen, North, and Milwaukee 
Avenues’ Pedestrian Street designations within the City of Chicago Zoning 
Ordinance.
Work with the Alderman to establish Division Street as a Pedestrian Street 
within the City of Chicago Zoning Ordinance.
ACTION > Review
Work with the Alderman and developers to review development impacts on 
pedestrian roadways.

Damen, North, and Milwaukee Avenues are designated within the City of 
Chicago Zoning Ordinance as pedestrian streets extending for about one 
block surrounding the six corner intersection.  Division Street is not designated 
as a pedestrian roadway.  However, the lengths of these roadways in the 
SSA require protection from development concerns that would increase 
direct vehicular access to them or create developments with an auto focus.  
Driveways along pedestrian streets create safety concerns and conflicts for 
pedestrians and bicyclists and need to be eliminated on these roadways.  
This is not an attempt to stifle development.  It is a goal to create a clear 
development environment that is safe for pedestrians.  Opportunities for 
vehicular access are provided by side streets and alleys.

7.10 Launch a design review initiative on Ashland and Western Avenues.
ACTION > Review
Work with the Alderman and developers to review development impacts on 
Ashland and Western Avenues.

Although Western and Ashland Avenues are not pedestrian streets, they 
have sidewalks and a future as pedestrian and transit oriented development 
opportunities.  Therefore, all development along these corridors should 
conform to minimizing driveways, creating wide sidewalks, and promoting 
transit use with design and density.
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7.11 Convert parking spaces to café seating along 
Damen and Milwaukee.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Alderman, CDOT, and business owners 
to extend their café seating into on-street parking 
spaces.

The sidewalks are narrow on Damen and Milwaukee 
Avenue.  In the context of reclaiming the streets for 
the pedestrian, there may be opportunities to provide 
additional café seating in on-street parking spaces in 
some locations.

Make WPB the Center of Chicago’s Bike Culture 
Wicker Park Bucktown is already one of the most popular neighborhoods for bicyclists in the City of 
Chicago.  The SSA should continue to make the neighborhood a destination for bicyclists by implementing 
innovative programs to encourage more people to ride their bikes and advocating that priority be given to 
bicyclists on the local roadways.  The goal is to be recognized, either formally or informally, as the pre-
eminent neighborhood in Chicago for bicycling.  The following recommendations will require a combination 
of advocacy and education, marketing, and engineering.   

Advocate and educate to get more people out on the streets and riding their 
bikes.
7.12 Advocate for bicycle improvements.

ACTION > Advocate
Lobby the Aldermen/State Representatives/State Senators to embrace the bicycling community in 
Wicker Park Bucktown and support the innovative measures that the SSA proposes.   
Encourage the Aldermen to hold community meetings on bicycling to get feedback from more 
stakeholders on biking in Wicker Park Bucktown.  

Getting the support of the local Aldermen, State Representatives, and State Senators for making 
WPB the Center of Chicago’s bike culture will make it much easier for the SSA to implement the 
improvements suggested in this study, both on the approval side and the funding side.  The SSA 
and the Aldermen have the ability to get more people riding their bikes, which makes it safer for 
the existing bicyclists in the area and reduces the vehicle usage in the neighborhood.   

7.13 Organize community bicycle event programs.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Plan events that are focused on bicyclists.  
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Aldermen and the Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) to plan an event 
where one of the SSA roadways is closed off to motor vehicle traffic for a day.
Market the events with the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation.

Bicycle events promote bike riding in the SSA.  Any event that is bicycle-centric will draw more 
bicyclists to the neighborhood which is the overall goal of this plan.  A sample of these event could 
include: bicycle tours of artistic and historical aspects of the neighborhood, educational events for 
new/young riders, bicycle registration events, bicycle vendor expos, WPB Walk or Bike to Work 
Day, a mini-Ciclovia that closes Milwaukee, Damen, or Division to automobile traffic for a day or 
week.   Another example is World Car Free Day, which is a worldwide event with the objective of 
reclaiming space for pedestrians and bicyclists.  

Outdoor cafe seating.
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7.14 Educate new riders and car drivers.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Engage the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation (CBF) and their Bicycle 
Ambassadors program to work with beginning and intermediate bicycle 
riders in the neighborhoods at local events.  
ACTION > Advocate
Promote CBF’s bike to work education services to local businesses and 
institutions.  

The SSA should expand its relationship with the Chicagoland Bicycle 
Federation both to improve the education of riders and drivers in the 
neighborhood, and to gather additional support for bicycle improvements 
in the area.  CBF runs the Bicycle Ambassadors program, which gives 
demonstrations at both public events and to private companies.  

7.15 Create a Bike Buddy program.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Survey area residents to determine demand for this type of program.  
Create a Bike Buddy program and a website to facilitate this effort.  
Publicize the Bike Buddy program with a marketing effort.  

A Bike Buddy program links new bicycle riders with experienced riders 
with the goal of having the experienced rider make the new rider feel 
more comfortable riding his or her bicycle on the street.  Similar programs 
are in place in Seattle and San Francisco.  The SSA could work with CBF 
to institute this project as a pilot project in the City.  

Market WPB as a bike-friendly community to bring new people 
to the area and set it apart from other neighborhoods in the 
City.
7.16 Bike Wicker Park Bucktown!

ACTION > Spend the Budget
Create a unique program to increase bicycle ridership and market the area to 
other neighborhoods.
Create and distribute a map and website for Bike Wicker Park Bucktown. 
ACTION > Advocate
Distribute the map at as many places as possible.  

A Bike Wicker Park Bucktown program will encourage neighborhood biking and 
help establish the neighborhood as Chicago’s premier “bicycling neighborhood.”  
This program should highlight the resources of the neighborhood to bicyclists in 
other parts of the City and to tourists who rent bikes or participate in the future 
bike sharing program.  Bike Wicker Park Bucktown would include a map and 
a website that would illustrate the neighborhood’s transportation assets such 
as the existing bicycle routes, transit locations, bike sharing facilities, off-street 
bicycle parking locations, bicycle friendly establishments, historic land uses 
and other areas of significance.   The SSA could work with local businesses 
and neighborhood groups to sponsor the program, and the cost of the program 
could be offset by allowing local businesses to sponsor the program.  

7.17 Design and install new bicycle signage.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Design and install unique street signs that identify Wicker Park Bucktown as a 
bicycling community.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with Aldermen and CDOT to ensure that these unique signs are 
approved.   
Allow for sponsorship of these signs to offset the cost.    

Signage is an excellent way to not only alert drivers to the presence of bicyclists 
but also brand the neighborhood as a bicycling community.  It is also an 
opportunity to have local artists design and display their art in a public setting to 
thousands of people daily.  New bike signage should be considered for locations 
where there is already a concentration of bicyclists as well as locations that are 
not already saturated with signs.  Locations along Milwaukee Avenue should 
be considered for new signage as a pilot project for the community.   

San Luis Obispo Bicycle Map.
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Figures 107a. and b. Photo of Existing Conditions along the Hipster Highway and Proposed Improvements to Bike Lanes and Signage
Bicycle safety advocacy signage. 
Source: www.looknyc.org

[In 2028, “there are free bikes to ride for the general 
public. Local stores give 5% discount for anyone that 
shows their biking helmet.”]



211

WPB Master Plan:  d r a f t

7.18 Provide bicycle parking at festivals.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the local festivals to dedicate space and employee time for 
bicycle valet parking.

Local festivals such as Do Division, Wicker Park Fest, Around the Coyote, 
etc. could provide a bike valet system, similar to existing programs at 
Millennium Park and Wrigley Field, to allow bicyclists to leave their bikes 
in a secure area, while staff takes their information and gives them a 
ticket.  The bicyclist would bring the ticket back to obtain their bike when 
they want to leave the festival but could use the ticket in the interim as 
a voucher to receive discounts from area stores.  This gives priority to 
bicyclists by allowing them to park their bikes as close as possible to the 
festival and also gives them the security that someone else is watching 
over their bike as they enjoy the festival.  The valet system and/or valet 
tickets could be sponsored to help offset the cost.  

There is also the possibility of using unused space under the “L” tracks 
or off-street parking lots as bike valet areas on the weekends.  The SSA 
would have to pay to run a service like this and would need to work 
out an agreement to use the land for the purpose of temporary bicycle 
parking. 

7.19 Sponsor Bike to Work Week activities.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Sponsor and host events and activities during Bike to Work Week.

Every year, the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation sponsors Bike to Work 
Week in Chicago.  In 2008, over 3,500 commuters signed up as part of 
the program.  Because Milwaukee Avenue is one of the heaviest traveled 
bicycle commuter routes, the SSA should take part in this event.  The 
SSA should work with the Bike Federation to host a Commuter Station 
one day where bikes are checked free of charge by a mechanic and 
refreshments are provided.  Consideration should also be given to 
holding a separate event for bicycle commuters that promotes Wicker 
Park Bucktown to  bicycle commuters.  

Engineer and implement additional bicycle infrastructure to 
help cyclists feel safe riding in the area.
7.20 Introduce new bicycle lanes and make all bicycle lanes more 

visible.
ACTION > Advocate
Provide bicycle lanes on Western Avenue and Ashland Avenue to encourage 
bicycling on these roadways.
Support new bike lanes on the Bloomingdale Trail and additional innovative 
bicycle features including bicycle lanes painted (green!).
Gather support for a new bicycle trail along the Chicago River.      
    
Providing additional bicycle lanes in the SSA will encourage more people 
to start riding their bikes.  Western Avenue and Ashland Avenue currently 
have minimal amount of bicycling activity due to the volume and speed 
of traffic and the lack of bicycling facilities.  Providing bike lanes on these 
roadways would make bicyclists feel safer and increase the number of riders 
on Western and Ashland.  Bike lanes on these two roadways would need 
to be extended to the north and south, and not just limited to the segments 
in the SSA.  The SSA should offer its support to any proposals to increase 
the number of bike lanes or trails in the area as well as pursue initiatives to 
convert striped bicycle lanes into fully painted green bicycle lanes.

7.21 Advocate for the installation of bike boulevards in WPB. 
ACTION > Advocate
Support CDOT’s future bicycle boulevard effort, and lobby the Aldermen to 
ensure they are installed in the neighborhood.   

Bicycle Boulevards are typically existing residential roadways designed 
to encourage bicycle use and discourage cut-through traffic.  They give 
riders an opportunity to stay off of roadways that contain high car traffic.  
Since the SSA roadways are higher volume commercial roads, they would 
not be appropriate for bike boulevards.  However, the SSA should support 
neighborhood bike boulevards when they are implemented.  Good candidates 
for neighborhood bike boulevards include Paulina, Leavitt, LeMoyne and 
Evergreen streets.  
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Photo Booth suggestion from Open House.
Built example in Brooklyn, NYC.  
Source: www.nycbikemaps.com

Figure 108. Proposed Bike Lane and Bicycle 
Boulevards Map
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7.22 Add bike shelters to WPB’s streetscape.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Design and install bike shelters at locations on Milwaukee Avenue, Damen 
Avenue, and Division Street and at CTA stations.  
Install Bike Wicker Park Bucktown maps at all bicycle shelters in the 
neighborhood.
Sponsor a design contest for artists and designers in the neighborhood to 
create future bicycle shelter(s).  
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Aldermen, CDOT, and CTA on bike shelter design principals 
such as size, materials, and locations.  
Offer the opportunity to local businesses to sponsor the bicycle shelters to 
help offset the cost of installation and maintenance.
ACTION > Review
Recommend that bicycle shelters be installed on sidewalks with new 
developments.

Bicycle shelters, similar to bus shelters, are an enclosed or semi enclosed 
area for parking bicycles.  Bike shelters provide more security and shelter 
than the typical bicycle racks or other fixed objects that are used for parking.  
Installing bike shelters designed by local artists would be a unique bicycling 
characteristic in Chicago and provide another public outlet for artists and 
designers to display their work.  Sponsorship opportunities could also be 
available to local businesses to advertise on the shelters.  

Photo Booth suggestion 
from WPB Open House.
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Figure 109. Proposed Locations for Bicycle 
Shelters
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7.23 Dedicate more space for bike parking.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Provide on-street bicycle parking in front of three locations: The Handlebar, 
The Center for Neighborhood Technology, and Rapid Transit Cycle Shop.  
While this should be a priority project for the SSA, there is also an opportunity 
in the future to convert existing parking meter posts to bicycle parking after 
pay and display meters have been installed.
ACTION > Advocate
Place a link on the SSA’s website to CDOT’s website that requests bicycle 
parking locations, and encourage other community organizations to do the 
same.  
Work with the future Transportation Management Association (TMA, 
Recommendation 7.45) and local businesses on new bicycle parking 
locations.  
Work with the Aldermen and CDOT on the approval process for on-street 
bicycle parking.  
ACTION > Review
Review all development plans in the SSA district to ensure that each 
development provides adequate amounts of bicycle parking.   

There is an immediate need for additional bicycle parking in the SSA based 
on bicycle parking counts and observations by Land Strategies.  There are 
numerous ways to accomplish this objective.  Providing on-street bicycle 
parking, which has been a successful practice in other North American 
locations, creates more space for pedestrians on the sidewalk and returns 
some of the roadway space to users other than the car.  Recommended 
locations in the SSA are currently not metered so the additional on-street 
bicycle parking space would not remove a space that is turned over by 
customers and all three locations have a high demand for bicycle parking 
and are very bicycle friendly.  Future on-street bicycling parking should also 
be installed on Milwaukee, Damen, and Division.  

Figure 110.Conceptual Rendering of Proposed On-Street Bicycle ParkingOn-street bike parking in Portland showing necessary infrastructure.  Source: www.streetsblog.org
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As new development occurs in the neighborhood, particularly retail development, 
there is the potential to use a portion of that land for secured bicycle parking for 
both employees of the facility and patrons.  The SSA should review plans for new 
development in the neighborhood to ensure that secure bicycle parking is included. 

The following requirements for bike parking are suggested for each future land use:

Retail•  – For new retail development that includes off-street parking spaces, 
require one bicycle parking space for every one off-street parking space.  
Larger retail developments should also be encouraged to install a shower 
and changing room for employees that bicycle to work.  For developments on 
Division Street, provide one bicycle shelter for every 600 feet of frontage.
Hotel•  – Require hotels to implement and maintain a bicycle rental program 
for their guests.
Residential•  – Require two off-street bicycle parking spaces for every one 
dwelling unit.  Encourage developers to include free bicycles as incentives 
to prospective home buyers.
Parking Lots•  – Incorporate bicycle parking with any new off-street parking 
lot.

7.24 Claim space for Bike Boxes at intersections. 
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Stripe Bike Boxes at signalized intersections along Milwaukee Avenue.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Aldermen and CDOT to establish and approve the installation 
of Bicycle Boxes on Milwaukee Avenue and then at other locations. 

Bike Boxes are a physical method to restore space, priority, and safety 
to bicyclists at signalized intersections.   They allow bicyclists to do what 
they naturally should do by moving them ahead of the vehicle stop bar and 
therefore making themselves more visible to vehicles. The City of Portland is 
currently installing Bike Boxes at many signalized intersections.    

7.25 Provide bike lane channelization through intersections.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Stripe colored designations in the middle of intersections as a channelization 
method to denote bicycle paths in intersections.

Colored striping is an excellent way to denote where bicycles will be as 
they cross through intersections.  CDOT has already completed this type of 
colored striping in other locations in the City.  

7.26 Adjust traffic signals to accommodate bicycles.
ACTION > Review
Work with CDOT to review all new traffic signal plans/modification plans to 
ensure that the design takes bicyclists fully into account.    

Traffic signals are not typically designed with bicycles in mind, but there 
are adjustments that can be made to do so.  These include lead signal 
phases for bicycles only or placing an actuation device on the side street of 
signalized intersections that will recognize when a bicyclist has approached 
the intersection.  Both of these improvements will have a significant cost, 
but could be included when the City or a private developer is modifying or 
installing a new traffic signal.  

Bike Box in Portland, Oregon.
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Improve Public Transit Use 
Making transit an ideal travel choice will be a function of providing protection from the 
elements at transit stops, bus arrival information to reduce wait times, and financial 
incentives to further equalize transit use in its competition with the automobile.

7.27 Provide bus tracker information at bus stops and business 
locations.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Work with local business owners to install signs or consoles indicating bus 
arrival times within their stores.
ACTION > Advocate 
Work with the Alderman, CDOT, and the CTA to have LED signs placed at 
bus stop locations.

Waiting for a bus can make minutes seem like hours, especially in poor 
weather.  Wait times can be more costly in the minds of travelers than the 
walk to the stop or the ride itself.  Bus time tracker information should be 
provided at bus stops and nearby business locations to reduce or eliminate 
wait times and potentially increase the duration of shopping trips within 
stores close to corridor bus stops.

The CTA currently has a bus tracker system that provides real time information on 
the arrival of the next three buses at a given stop.  By offering this information at a 
nearby store, a shopper can continue to shop and make a purchase without the worry 
of missing the next bus or lengthen the shopping trip with the knowledge that the first 
bus is three minutes away, but the next one after that is 10 minutes away.

A bus tracker system provides real time information on the arrival of buses based 
upon global positioning software that tracks each individual bus.  The Ashland Avenue 
Routes (9 & X9), the Western Avenue Routes (49 & X49), and the Damen Route 
(50), and the Milwaukee Route (56) currently have bus tracker capability.  The CTA 
has an LED bus tracker within the bus shelter at the intersection of Madison Street 
and Jefferson Street.  The CTA continues to work on implementation of this product 
system-wide, but the SSA should work with local businesses to bring this service to 
WPB as soon as possible.

Photo Booth suggestion from WPB Open House. Bus Tracker Systems.
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7.28 Provide protected full bus shelters or benches at bus stops.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Prioritize locations for new bus shelters and bus stops. 
Work with local business to build support for advertising within and 
construction of new bus shelters and bus stops.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Aldermen, CDOT, and the CTA to advocate for the placement 
of new bus shelters and benches.
ACTION > Review
Work with the Aldermen to review all development plans for their potential 
impact on existing or future bus shelter locations.  
Use development impact fees to pay for new shelters.

Full protected bus shelters reduce the potential for bad weather or even 
cold winds to cause some people to choose a car over transit.  A bench to 
sit on at a bus stop gives transit riders a rest, especially when riders have 
groceries, children, or travel luggage.  All bus stops that have or potentially 
have the physical capability to accommodate and maintain a bus shelter 
should have one built.  All other bus stops should have a bench placed on 
either an interim basis (until a full shelter is constructed) or permanently.

The City of Chicago has a contract running through 2012 with JC DeCaux 
to install and maintain 2,175 bus shelters throughout the City.  Each ward is 
allocated shelters at no more than 17.4% of its stops – with the exception of 
the downtown area.  Many locations are currently limited by sidewalk width, 
and some locations are preferred over others by variables such as transfer 
points, arterial cross streets, traffic generation, heavy use, dominant direction 
of travel, daily service (as opposed to only peak hour service) and the number 
of routes served.  Although the shelters are semi-permanent structures, the 
CTA and the City can choose, upon permission of the Alderman, to relocate 
10% of the shelters per year.  

7.29 Implement traffic signal priority for bus routes.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Alderman, CDOT, and the CTA for the study and funding of 
new traffic signal priority locations for buses in the SSA.

Traffic signal priority allows a bus to activate additional green time to an 
upcoming traffic signal in order for it to “make the light.”  The result is a travel 
time decrease for riders on the bus.  CDOT and the CTA are implementing 
this program on Western Avenue, between Lyndale Avenue and Diversey 
Parkway for January of 2009.  This five intersection program can be 
implemented and tested at many locations within the SSA as added value 
projects to the bus routes or the first phase of larger projects such as a bus 
rapid transit system.  Costs could run between $30,000 and $50,000 per 
intersection.
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7.30 Implement Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) on Western Avenue.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Work with the Aldermen, CDOT, and the CTA for a land use, transportation, and 
economic master plan of Western Avenue based upon the implementation of Bus 
Rapid Transit.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Aldermen, CDOT, and the CTA for the funding and implementation 
of Bus Rapid Transit on Western Avenue, if feasible.
ACTION > Review
Work with the Aldermen to review all development plans for their potential impact 
on a Western Avenue BRT system.  
Examine opportunities for station locations that support the system and for the 
elimination of vehicular access locations.

Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) is a roadway based rapid transit system that has the 
operational potential of fixed rail systems, without the high infrastructure cost 
of tracks or other support systems.  A passenger using BRT will “walk to a 
comfortable station, enter with a pre-paid fare, walk to the platform, board through 
multiple doors, and quickly move to their destination.  Service is so frequent that 
schedules are not necessary.  Vehicles are low emission hybrid electric or CNG 
and in the future may be powered by zero-emission fuel cells.”42  A BRT system 
on Western Avenue can be built in phases, providing immediate travel time gains 
and future system expansion options.  

Bus Rapid Transit in Oregon.
Source: www.greenwheels.org

Western Avenue Existing Conditions.

42  Go BRT, A Policy Primer on Bus Rapid Transit, Breakthrough Technologies Institute – 
Washington D.C.



220

d 
 r 

 a
  f

  t

Figure 111. Section of Western Avenue’s Existing Conditions.
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Step I – Narrow the cartway and encourage density.  
Narrowing the cartway from its current width of 70 feet to 60 feet allows the sidewalk on both sides of the street to widen from 15 to 20 feet.  Transit use increases as the number 
of pedestrians increase and additional land use density can be approved and supported by high-quality transit service.  On-street parking will be removed and replaced with 
a bike lane to support transit.  The on-street parking lanes are poorly utilized and converting them to sidewalks and bike lanes will create a new identity for Western Avenue 
focused on walking and street front retail use.  The pedestrian environment is enhanced with larger areas for protected bus stops, street furniture, street trees, public art, café 
seating, and pedestrian lighting.

Figure 112. Section of Proposed Step 1 Improvements for Western Avenue



222

d 
 r 

 a
  f

  t

Step 2 – Introduce Bus Rapid Transit and remove a vehicular travel lane.
Within the 60-foot cartway, we can now remove a lane that was dedicated for automobile travel and replace it with a BRT lane.

Figure 113. Section of Proposed Step 2 Improvements for Western Avenue
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[“The street has been transformed, 
and car traffic has really slowed 
down.  There are bike lanes and a 
beautiful median that collects 
and filters stormwater.  There's 
actually some shopping, too!  You 
should check it out next time 
you're in town.“]

[“Western Avenue now has a bus rapid 
transit system! The BRT makes it a 
cinch to get to the north side of 
Chicago now. Now that Western is meant 
predominantly for public transit, small 
businesses are booming and it 
has become the place to be.  Old 
spaces have been reclaimed, 
galleries and theaters are 
popping up everywhere!”]

Figures 114a. and b. Renderings of Proposed Step 1 and Step 2 Improvements for Western Avenue
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7.31  Develop a graphic identity and character for each station.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Work with the CTA, the local community, and artists to establish and 
implement a graphic identity and character for each station.  
ACTION > Advocate
Coincide and leverage the CTA Adopt-a-Station program with the station 
identity program.

Each of the three train stations in the SSA are different in character and the 
way they meet their neighborhood.  The Ashland stop is a subway.  Above 
it are the Polish Triangle, the Chopin Theater, and transitioning commercial 
land uses.  There is a gritty juxtaposition to the Damen stop, where the heart 
of the Wicker Park Bucktown neighborhood is a marriage of artists, young 
professionals, and tourists.  On the western edge is the Western Avenue 
train station.  This new station is a nexus for the communities of Wicker Park, 
Bucktown, Humboldt Park, and Logan Square.

7.32 Promote stations as places.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Work with the Chamber of Commerce to support new transit oriented 
businesses located at and near the stations.  
Work with CDOT to construct protected bike shelters at the train stations.  
Work with CDOT to improve all sidewalks and pedestrian crossings at and 
near the train stations.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Alderman to support land use decisions that will support transit 
oriented development and discourage automobile oriented development 
near the train stations.
ACTION > Review
Work with the Alderman to review all development plans for their potential 
impact on transit oriented development near the train stations.

The train stations will experience increased ridership when new and varied 
residential, retail, and work choices are located within walking distance of the 
stations.  To support this development and the transit-oriented development 
concept, new bike shelters, improved sidewalks and pedestrian crossings 
are needed to ensure safe and attractive movement to the station.  

Subway art in New York, London, Paris, and Prague.  Source: www.flickr.com
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7.33 Improve the Clybourn Metra Station area.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Work with CDOT to provide wayfinding signage.  
Work with CDOT to construct protected bike shelters at the 
Metra station.  
Work with CDOT to improve all sidewalks and pedestrian 
crossings at and near the Metra station.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Aldermen to support land use decisions that 
will encourage transit oriented development and discourage 
automobile oriented development near the Metra station.  
Work with the local community and property owners to create 
a transit oriented land use, transportation and economic plan 
for the area surrounding the Metra station.  
Coordinate with the Illinois Department of Transportation 
regarding the use of property under the Kennedy Expressway 
for parking or other land use purposes.  
Coordinate with the CTA on creation of a bus terminal in the 
area.
Coordinate with Metra to work on renaming the station.
ACTION > Review
Work with the Aldermen to review all development plans for 
their potential impact on transit oriented development near the 
Metra train station.

The Metra rail station provides a unique opportunity to leverage 
a regional transportation asset for the benefit of Wicker Park 
Bucktown and the surrounding neighborhoods.  It is uniquely 
located at the crossroads of two major commuter train lines, 
CTA bus routes, the Kennedy Expressway, and potentially 
underutilized surrounding land uses.  A full reconstruction of 
the Clybourn Metra Station is in Metra’s 5-year station plan.  
The reconstruction will involve improvements to the railroad 
bridges, platforms and passenger access, including making 
the station ADA-accessible.  This provides a great opportunity 
for the SSA and the local community to work with Metra, 
secure additional funds, and potentially provide in-kind artist 
or other services to make other improvements the community 
would like.

Phase 1•  – Pursue several immediate station area improvements.
Introduce wayfinding signage to create a predictable travel experience.o 
Make physical repairs such that the station becomes more inviting.o 
Add public art, landscaping improvements, sheltered bicycle racks, and small o 
businesses to improve the travelers’ experience and induce ridership.
Change the station name to something descriptive and marketable for the area.   o 
This idea requires direct communication with the Executive Director of Metra.
Provide bike and car rental/sharing opportunities nearby.o 

Phase 2•  – Transition the station into a transit hub.
Create parking opportunities to support the station and neighborhood.o 
Support larger retail opportunities.o 
Create a bus terminal.o 
Introduce station area transit support with retail/transit terminal, parking, and car o 
sharing.

Phase 3•  – Construct a multi-modal train station.
Consolidate surrounding land uses to create a station area that includes retail, o 
office, and residential land uses.

7.34 Purchase transit passes.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Work with the CTA and the TMA to purchase or assist in the purchase of transit passes for 
employees and students.

To encourage the use of transit, the SSA should create a local program to purchase transit 
passes for employees and students.  This solution will not only support transit and the CTA 
operational costs, but reduce the impact on local parking and congestions problems.  The 
cities of Ann Arbor Michigan and Santa Cruz California provide free transit passes for their 
downtown workers.  
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7.35 Launch a shopper benefit program. 
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Work with the Chambers of Commerce, local merchants, and the CTA to 
create a gift card program that rewards transit usage.

Transit users should be rewarded for their commitment to reduce congestion 
and improve the environment.  The SSA and the Chambers of Commerce 
should coordinate to create a gift card program.  The program would 
allow local merchants to add value to the gift card if certain transit usage 
requirements are met.  The Lakeview East Chamber of Commerce and SSA 
#8 have created a gift card program in the City of Chicago.  A more complex 
system would allow users of the CTA’s Smart Card to get automatic credits 
to their local shopper’s account when they use the Smart Card on the CTA 
system.

7.36 Encourage transit pass provision and car sharing for new 
developments.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Contribute to a fund that will support transit pass and car sharing opportunities 
for new condo owners.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Alderman to create and insure that all developments are aware 
of and participate in the transit pass and car sharing requirements.

Providing the initial incentive to use transit or car-share can be the impetus 
some people need to make a mode shift to transit and hopefully defer the 
purchase of a car.  PhillyCarShare in Philadelphia is free to join and as of 
June 10, 2008 had 50,000 members.  In Chicago, car sharing is provided 
by I-Go and Zip Car.  As new condominium developments are approved in 
Wicker Park and Bucktown, the developers should provide either the initial 
member fee to I-Go or Zip Car and/or initial purchase of the CTA Smart 
Card.
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Manage Parking, Valet, and Loading
The Existing Conditions section of the report describes the current issues in the SSA with respect to the 
operations of parking, valets, and loading.  The Aldermen will be the ones to implement the proposed changes 
to improve these operations, but the SSA can be a strong advocate to push for these changes.  

7.37 Increase turnover of on-street parking spaces.
ACTION > Advocate
Advocate for the installation of new (pay and display) parking meters.
Make the pricing of parking correctly one of the highest priorities in the SSA with respect to 
transportation.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Once the price of parking in the area has been raised and the additional parking meters have been 
installed, conduct parking surveys in the neighborhood to monitor and adjust the price of parking on a 
weekday and a Saturday.  The surveys should measure the parking demand and the turnover of the 
on-street parking spaces.

On-street parking in Wicker Park Bucktown, whether it is metered or not, is significantly under priced.  
In order to fix this problem, there are two necessary improvements needed:  additional parking meters 
and an increase of the existing on-street parking rates.  

New parking meters should be installed at the following locations:

Damen Avenue•  – between Wabansia Avenue and Webster Avenue.
Damen Avenue•  – between LeMoyne Avenue and North Avenue.
North Avenue•  – between Western Avenue and Ashland Avenue (with the exception of the 
south side of North Avenue, between Elk Grove Avenue and Wood Street where meters are 
already present).
Milwaukee Avenue•  – between Western Avenue and Leavitt Street.
Milwaukee Avenue•  – south side of the street between Leavitt Street and Wabansia 
Avenue.
Division Street•  – between Hoyne Street and Wood Street, with the exception of the area in 
front of the school.
Ashland Avenue•  – between Division Street and Wabansia Avenue.
At • side streets approximately 30 feet to 100 feet off of Damen Avenue at: Webster Avenue, 
Shakespeare Avenue, Charleston Street, Dickens Avenue, McLean Avenue, Homer Street, 
Cortland Street, Moffat Street, and Wabansia Avenue.
At • side streets approximately 30 feet to 100 feet off of Division Street at:  Leavitt Street, 
Hoyne Avenue, Winchester Avenue, Wolcott Avenue, Honore Street, Wood Street, Hermitage 
Avenue, Paulina Avenue, and Marshfield Avenue.
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Figure 115. Map of Proposed Locations for New Meters
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Pay and display meters are a relatively new type of parking meter that allows drivers to pay for parking at 
the meter and display a receipt in their car.  This significantly reduces the amount of parking meters that are 
necessary in an area, allows that space to be used by other uses, and increases the number of overall parking 
spaces, as drivers can park closer together.  Pay and display should be installed at both the new locations 
proposed above and also replace the existing parking meters in the neighborhood.  

The price of on-street parking should also be increased.  The following are the recommended pricing zones in 
the SSA:

• Zone 1 ($3.00 per hour):
Milwaukee Avenue – between Wabansia Avenue and Wolcott Avenue/Wood Street.o 
North Avenue – between Damen Avenue and Wood Street.o 
Damen Avenue – between Bloomingdale Avenue and Wicker Park Avenue.o 

Zone 2•  ($1.50 per hour)
Milwaukee Avenue – between Wolcott Avenue/Wood Street and Division Street.o 
Division Street – between Leavitt Street and Milwaukee Avenue.o 
Damen Avenue – between Bloomingdale Avenue and Webster Avenue.  o 

Zone 3•  ($1.00 per hour)
Milwaukee Avenue – between Western Avenue and Wabansia Avenue.o 
North Avenue – between Western Avenue and Damen Avenue.o 
North Avenue – between Wood Street and Ashland Avenue.o 
Side Streetso 

San Francisco is currently conducting a pilot project with on-street parking to ensure that the price of parking 
reflects the current demand.  In order to create parking demand that meets the on-street supply, the price of 
parking will be raised during peak times and reduced during off-peak parking times.  The prices and demand 
will be continually monitored to maximize efficiency.  If the City of Chicago were to experiment with a similar 
program, the Wicker Park Bucktown neighborhood would be an ideal location to start with.  

Installing new parking meters and raising the price of parking in the SSA will significantly increase the revenue 
the City of Chicago collects in the area from on-street parking.  To provide a comparison of the current and 
proposed parking conditions, LSI conducted a rough estimate of the revenue collected in the area of the Six 
Corners intersection, bounded by Wabansia Avenue/Milwaukee Avenue to the North, the Blue Line to the west 
and south, and Wood Street to the southeast and east.  LSI adopted the assumption that all of the parking 
meters in this area would be occupied for 80 percent of the day and that there would not be any maintenance 
issues.  Table 2 on the following page shows the existing revenue and the projected revenue if the parking meter 
rates are raised to $3.00 per hour in the area of the Six Corners intersection.
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Figure 116. Map of Proposed Zones for Meter Re-Pricing
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Table 2
Parking Revenue Comparison

Time 
Period

Number 
of Parking 

Meters
Rate Hours of 

Operation
Days of 

Operations

Revenue per 
Week assuming 

80% capacity

Estimated 
Revenue per Year

Existing 
Conditions 211

$0.25 
per 

hour

9 AM to 9 PM on 
All Days

6 Days a 
Week

$                    
3,038.40

$                
157,996.80

Proposed 
Conditions 294

$3.00 
per 

hour

9 AM to 10 PM on 
Mondays through 
Thursday, 9 AM to 
12 AM on Friday 

and Saturday, 9 AM 
to 8 PM on Sunday

7 Days a 
Week

$                  
65,620.80

$             
3,412,281.60

Revenue Increase $             
3,254,284.80

Revenue % 
Increase 2060%

As can be seen in Table 2, there is the possibility that the revenue collected just from the on-street parking in the area of 
the Six Corners could add over $3.25 million per year to the City of Chicago’s Department of Revenue.  Even if the price of 
parking is only initially raised to $1.50 hour, the increase in revenue will be significant in the neighborhood.  

The SSA or the future TMA (Recommendation 7.45) should take the lead on monitoring the on-street parking to determine 
if future changes to prices or new meters are necessary.  A parking survey should be conducted in the neighborhood on a 
weekday and a Saturday once the price of parking in the area has been raised and the additional parking meters have been 
installed.  The surveys should measure the parking demand and the turnover of the on-street parking spaces.

7.38 Remove the rush hour parking restrictions from North Avenue.
ACTION > Advocate
Petition the Aldermen, CDOT, and IDOT to remove the existing rush hour parking restrictions from North Avenue.

The existing rush hour parking restrictions on North Avenue should be removed and on-street parking should be allowed 
during all hours of the day.  The intent of the rush hour parking restrictions is to create an additional driving lane, but in 
reality the additional space actually just creates one large travel lane that allows for higher speeds of travel.  Restoring 
parking during all hours of the day will slow down traffic, create more parking for retail uses, and make the area more bike 
and pedestrian friendly.  
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7.39 Create new remote access parking at the WPB’s fringe. 
ACTION > Review
Review plans for new parking lots in the neighborhood and determine if they 
meet the below listed criteria for new parking lot locations.  
Ensure that all new parking lots are priced less than the future price of on-
street parking, and also provide a significant amount of bicycle parking.  
Be creative when it comes to funding sources for off-street parking lots.  

It is impossible to determine if there is a parking supply problem in 
the SSA without first fixing the parking turnover problem.  Once the 
issue of parking turnover issue has been addressed, it will be much 
easier to determine if the demand for parking in the SSA exceeds the 
on-street supply and if there is a need for an off-street parking lot.  If 
there is a need for additional parking resources, preferred parking lot 
locations include the following areas:  
 

First Options:
Armitage Avenue – in the area of the Metra station, • 
which would service not only the proposed SSA 
shuttle (Recommendation 7.46), but also provide 
needed parking resources for Metra, the CTA, and the 
Bloomingdale Trail.
North Avenue – east of Ashland Avenue.• 
Division Street – east of Milwaukee Avenue.• 

  Second Options:
Milwaukee Avenue – east of Western Avenue.• 
Milwaukee Avenue – across from the Aldi site.• 

Third Options:
Western Avenue – north of North Avenue. • 
Milwaukee Avenue – at Wolcott Street.• 

The primary intent of any future off-street parking would be for 
employee parking, valet use, overnight parking for residents, and 
parking during peak times on Saturdays, or during the holiday time.  
Because of the high value of land in the neighborhood, it is assumed 
that future off-street parking will be provided in parking structures.  
Land Strategies looked for locations with easy access to Interstate 
90/94, locations that could support one or two floors of retail, and 
locations that would benefit from the additional vehicular and foot 
traffic that a parking lot would bring.   We attempted to avoid areas 

that are heavily congested, have a lot of pedestrian traffic, or would have 
difficulty providing safe access.  It should be noted that the above sites are 
suggested locations and should be used as a starting point if parking supply 
is still an issue after the price of on-street parking has been corrected.  

Figure 117. Potential locations for new structured (or surface) parking.
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In identifying locations for possible future parking lots, we concluded that the one location that is not 
appropriate is in the area of the Six Corners intersection.  There are a few reasons for this conclusion:

The on-street parking rates in the future will be highest in this immediate area, which should • 
provide enough turnover so that if a vehicle wants to park in the area, it will be able to.
Because the Six Corners intersection is the “heart” of the neighborhood, we would rather see • 
more people park away from the intersection and walk through a portion of the corridor to reach 
the Six Corners than park their car, go to their destination, and then get back in their car and 
leave.  The more pedestrian activity, the better.
It is the most congested intersection in the study area, and a parking lot is guaranteed to add • 
additional traffic during all hours of operation.
The land in this area should be utilized at a much higher use.• 

7.40 Better tailor side street permit parking restrictions.
ACTION > Advocate
Continue to lobby for modifying 24-hour permit parking restrictions to restrictions that allow for business 
parking during the day and prevent people from parking and riding the Blue Line into the Loop, such as 6 
PM to 9 AM restrictions.  

Both Alderman Flores and Alderman Waguespack have begun to modify the 24-Hour parking restrictions 
on side streets in Wicker Park Bucktown to allow employees and patrons of the area to use these streets 
to park during the day.  This is a good practice and should be continued in the future.

7.41 Better utilize off-street parking during non-peak times.
ACTION > Advocate
The SSA should coordinate with valet operators and parking lot owners for shared use of parking 
spaces.  

Many off-street parking spaces in the neighborhood remain vacant during the peak operating times of 
restaurants and bars.  These spaces could be used by valet operators if the owners of the parking lots 
agree.  The SSA should coordinate with valet operators and parking lot owners to discuss how the valets 
can park their vehicles in the parking lots when they are not being used, as opposed to using on-street 
parking spaces.  Potential lots that could be used for shared parking arrangements include:

The Jewel / Kmart lot; • 
The Saints Mary and Elizabeth Hospital lot;• 
School parking lots where possible;• 
Mid America Bank lots on Western Ave;• 
Parking lot at Western/Cortland;• 
Pizza Hut parking lot at Western/North; and• 
The Aldi parking lot.• 

7.42 Educate business owners and delivery service 
providers about loading zone rules.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
Produce a flyer or brochure on the rules of loading 
zones.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Chamber of Commerce to discuss loading 
zones at large meetings with businesses.   
ACTION > Review
Review plans for new developments and minimize the 
number of new loading zones in the neighborhood.  

In WPB, there is a need to educate businesses on 
loading zone regulations and how they impact the 
traffic and parking situation in the neighborhood.  It is 
recommended that this information be distributed in a 
variety of ways.  

7.43 Consolidate and share loading zones.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Chamber of Commerce and the Aldermen 
to discuss the advantages of shared loading zones at 
large meetings with businesses.  
ACTION > Review
Remove existing loading zones with the re-development 
of existing properties if it is possible for them to share 
loading zones with adjacent properties.  

The primary advantage of sharing loading zones is that 
it provides more space for patrons in the area to park.  
Convincing businesses to remove the loading zone in 
front of their facility and share one further away will be 
difficult initially.  The SSA should work with the Chamber 
of Commerce to stress the importance of using the 
space for loading zones most effectively.  
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7.44 Investigate charging for using 
loading zones.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Aldermen to support 
charging for loading zones

Charging a fee for using loading zones 
will increase turnover of loading zones 
and minimize the incorrect usage of 
this space.  This is expected to be a 
recommendation in the City of Chicago’s 
Downtown Freight Loading Plan and is 
also done in Seattle.  

Reduce Congestion
Congestion in some parts of the SSA limits the quality of life for residents and the functioning of the business environment 
for SSA commercial uses.  Improving this situation will entail a multi-faceted team effort by different parties in the 
neighborhood.  Efforts will include policy programs and physical improvements.

Establish Transportation Demand Management (TDM) solutions.
7.45 Create a Transportation Management Agency (TMA).

ACTION > Advocate
Work with the Alderman, local business, local developers, and neighborhood organizations to create a TMA 
which can then work on physical improvements and TDM strategies in the SSA.

Transportation strategies to move people and goods in an area are typically complex and involve varying 
interests in the community.  Establishing a legally constituted Transportation Management Agency (TMA) as 
an organizing agent charged with applying sound transportation approaches for the SSA is recommended 
to involve both the public and private sectors.  The TMA can work on all types of transportation issues and 
create programs that include both physical improvements and Transportation Demand Management (TDM) 
strategies.  These strategies “encourage residents and employees to drive less in favor of transit, carpooling, 
walking, bicycling, and teleworking.  It encompasses financial incentives such as parking charges, parking 
cash-out or subsidized parking passes, and guaranteed ride home programs to give employees the security 
to carpool or ride transit; and information and marketing efforts.”43  The TMA may need to include areas 
outside of the SSA and even expand outside of the Wicker Park and Bucktown neighborhoods to work at an 
optimal level.

7.46  Introduce a local shuttle bus service.
ACTION > Spend the Budget  
Finalize the locations and the times of service of a Wicker Park and Bucktown shuttle bus.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with the CTA and the Aldermen to establish the financial and service feasibility of a shuttle bus system 
for the SSA.

A local shuttle service has the potential to directly serve many destinations within the SSA and the surrounding 
community.  Depending on funding and demand, it could run hourly or at larger evenly spaced intervals.  A 
consistent service time will be key to its success.  Destinations can be transit facilities such as the Metra 
Clybourn Station, the three CTA train stations as well as the CTA Red Line station at North/Clybourn, bus 
junctions on the arterials, shopping corridors, high density residential/commercial nodes, St. Mary’s and St. 
Elizabeth’s Hospitals, and Roberto Clemente High School.  Currently, the University of Chicago and the CTA 
have collaborated to provide a successful shuttle bus system for students, professors and staff.  The CTA will 
work with the SSA once it has established locations to be served and the desired times of service.  The CTA 
has different contract and cost structures for different organizations in the City.
43  Traffic Reduction Strategies Study, Nelson/Nygaard Consulting Associates, November 2006
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7.47 Create a parking cash out program.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with local major employers to create a parking cash out program.

Parking spaces are costly for an employer to build and provide.  Parking 
spaces cost on average about $5,000 in surface lots and $15,000 in structures 
to construct plus additional yearly maintenance fees.  If these requirements 
are reduced, developers and existing major employers can put some 
potential savings into non-automobile related amenities such as car sharing, 
bike racks, bus shelters, landscaping, pedestrian lighting and a parking cash 
out program for employees.  A parking cash out program is where employees 
are paid – either in cash or cash equivalents – for not driving their cars.  
The amount can be an equivalent or a fraction of the equivalent amount of 
what it costs to provide the construction and maintenance of actual parking 
spaces. 

7.48 Identify additional car sharing locations.
ACTION > Advocate
Support the use of on-street parking spaces for car sharing.
ACTION > Review
Review plans for new developments in the area, and suggest that car sharing 
spaces be included with new parking structures.    

One of the major costs of car sharing operations is finding and obtaining 
parking spots for their vehicles.  The SSA should support opportunities to 
reduce these costs and get more car sharing vehicles in the neighborhood.  
These opportunities include storing car sharing vehicles at on-street parking 
locations and requiring new development to include space for car sharing.

7.49 Advocate for additional cab stand location(s).
ACTION > Advocate
Relocate the existing cab stand on Milwaukee Avenue to Division Street east 
of Milwaukee Avenue.
Look for new cab stand area opportunities at retail areas and transit 
stations.

As part of the Polish Triangle’s improvement, the cab stand on Milwaukee 
Avenue would require relocation.  This stand could move to Division Street, 
east of Milwaukee Avenue.  As gas prices continue to rise, more people will 
be taking cabs.  New cab stand areas could be located near retail areas, 
transit stations, and other high volume pedestrian destinations.

7.50 Sponsor a Car-Free Festival.
ACTION > Advocate & Spend the Budget
As a part of “Mobility Week”, sponsor a car-free day in parts of WPB during 
Earth Day.

A simple and effective way to declare that WPB is (un)paving the way toward 
greater transportation choice, the SSA should consider closing parts of 
WPB to car traffic for one day during Earth Day and using the event as an 
opportunity to market bicycling, transit use and walking.  
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Rework congested intersections and make safety improvements.
7.51 Improve the intersection of North Avenue / Milwaukee Avenue / Damen 

Avenue.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
In the short term, re-stripe the crosswalks at the intersection and install audible 
pedestrian countdown signals to improve the pedestrian operations.
ACTION > Advocate
Prohibit left-turns on North Avenue and Damen Avenue and eliminate the left-turn 
lanes.
Use the left turn elimination to provide dedicated bicycle lanes on Damen Avenue 
at the intersection and reduce the pedestrian crossing distances.  
Install a new, modern traffic signal.
Stripe bike boxes on Damen Avenue and Milwaukee Avenue (See Recommendation 
7.24).  
Stripe and allow for a pedestrian scramble at the intersection.  
Work with the Aldermen and CDOT to complete the long-term improvements at 
the intersection.   
ACTION > Review
Review plans for new developments in the area and determine their impact 
on the intersection.  Set up development recapture agreements for short term 
intersection improvements.

The Six Corners intersection of North Avenue, Milwaukee Avenue, and 
Damen Avenue serves a large volume of vehicles, pedestrians and bicyclists.  
Improvements can be made to better serve all users of the intersection.  Short 
term improvements can be made to the pedestrian operations by re-striping 
of the intersection and adding visible and audible pedestrian countdown traffic 
signals.  Long term improvements will address existing vehicular operational and 
safety issues at the intersection as well as restoring space for bicyclists and 
pedestrians at the intersection.  Prohibiting the left-turns from North Avenue and 
Damen Avenue will most likely force these vehicles to turn on to adjacent streets, 
but the existing turning volumes are not very high during the peak hours.  This 
restriction should have a minimal impact on the area roadway system.  Because 
North Avenue is under the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT), their approval will also be necessary for any modification.  Both the short 
term and long term plans should be provided to IDOT for their comments.  

Figures 118a. - c. Plan View of Six-Point Intersection Existing Conditions and Proposed Improvements
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7.52 Set the stage for a renewed Polish Triangle: improve the intersection 
of Division Street / Milwaukee Avenue / Ashland Avenue.
ACTION > Advocate
In the short term, work with the CTA to determine if it is possible to move the 
bus stops away from the Polish Triangle to create more space in that area 
for improving the Triangle.  Relocating the bus stops should only be done 
if changes are going to be made to the space.  If not, the bus stops should 
remain so that Blue Line riders do not have to cross the street.   
In the long term, work with Alderman Flores and CDOT to reduce the size of 
the lanes on Division, Milwaukee, and Ashland and close Milwaukee Avenue 
to vehicles between Ashland Avenue and Division Street, allowing only 
bicycles and foot traffic.
Build the necessary community and intergovernmental support in order to 
move this idea forward through CDOT, the Office of Emergency Management 
and Communications (OEMC), and the Department of Planning and 
Development (DPD). 

There are many physical challenges facing the Polish Triangle.  The three 
roadways surrounding it are heavily traveled by motorized vehicles, and 
the roadways themselves have been overbuilt making crossing the roads 
daunting for pedestrians.  Therefore, big change is necessary in order to 
create a significant and viable social space at the Triangle, provide the 
necessary access to transit, and improve the pedestrian friendly retail 
environment that the area is missing.  The following are the steps necessary 
(see Recommendation 6.10 for intersection diagrams):

Reduce the roadway width on Division Street, Ashland Avenue and • 
Milwaukee Avenue down to lane widths between 10 and 12 feet.  This 
will make necessary improve the safety of pedestrian crossings and 
make it easier to reach the Triangle.
Close Milwaukee Avenue to automobiles between Division Street and • 
Ashland Avenue to create a social and retail destination that is much 
more pedestrian friendly.  The challenge will be traffic diversion.  It 
is expected that most drivers will quickly change their travel patterns 
affected by this closure, but a transportation study will be needed to fully 
determine the impact on local and area traffic.  

7.53 Improve the intersection of Division Street / Honore Street / Marion 
Court.
ACTION > Advocate
Work with CDOT to modify the intersection of Division Street / Honore Street 
/ Marion Court to greatly improve its pedestrian safety.

The intersection of Division Street / Honore Street / Marion Court has 
pedestrian safety issues that must be addressed.  The south leg of Honore 
Street is offset from the north legs of Honore Street  and Marion Court, and 
the pedestrian crossing is located in the middle of the intersection, making 
the crossing unsafe.  There are two options for the improvement of the 
intersections that will solve the critical safety issue:

Move the stop bar for eastbound traffic on Division Street to the • 
south leg of Honore Street (where the pedestrian crossing is now), 
and stripe an additional pedestrian crossing on just east of the 
Honore / Division intersection.
Make Marion Court a two-way street, restrict the movements at • 
Division Street to right-in/right-out, move the pedestrian crosswalk 
west of Honore back to the stop bar for eastbound traffic on Division 
Street, and stripe an additional pedestrian crossing just east of the 
Honore / Division intersection.

Either alternative will significantly improve the safety at the intersection and 
should be able to be implemented quickly.  
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Figures 119a. - c. Plan View of Division / Marion / Honore Intersection Existing Conditions and Proposed Improvements
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7.54 Improve pedestrian, bike, and vehicular safety at the intersection 
of Milwaukee Avenue / Wolcott Avenue / Wood Street.
ACTION > Spend the Budget
In the short term, provide channelization striping for the southbound left-
turn from Milwaukee Avenue to Wood Street and for bicycles on Milwaukee 
Avenue. 
Signage should also be installed for southbound traffic on Wood to alert 
vehicles that the lane geometry is a left-turn lane and a combination through 
/ right-turn lane.  
ACTION > Advocate
Work with Alderman Flores and CDOT to restrict Wood Street to northbound 
only between Milwaukee Avenue and Beach Street.  
Southbound vehicles on Wood Street would then only turn left at Beach 
Street and utilize the signal at Milwaukee Avenue and Paulina Street.
ACTION > Review
Review plans for the redevelopment of the existing Walgreen’s site at the 
southwest corner, and require the developer to contribute for improvements 
at the intersection. 

The issue at the intersection of Milwaukee Avenue / Wolcott Avenue / Wood 
Street is that Wolcott and Wood intersect at Milwaukee at significantly 
different angles.  Striping and signing the intersection in the short term 
will help to make it less confusing to users, but restricting Wood Street to 
northbound only will provide tremendous benefits:

Wolcott Avenue and Wood Street will then align at the same angle, making it easy • 
for drivers traveling north from Wolcott to Wood, across Milwaukee Avenue.
Vehicles turning left from Milwaukee Avenue to Wood Street will have a clear, • 
understandable path to follow.
The distance for pedestrians to cross Wood Street on the north side of Milwaukee • 
Avenue will be reduced significantly.
Additional space on the southeast corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Wood Street • 
will be gained, which can be used as pedestrian plaza.
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Figures 120a. - d. Plan View of Milwaukee / Wolcott / Wood 
Intersection Existing Conditions and Proposed Improvements


